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The name “beryl,” comes from the Greek name beryllos meaning “a blue-green gem.” Beryl is 



  

   





Emeralds have been quoted as the most valuable mineral in the world. They have been discovered 

in the Ural Mountains in Russia, where they occur in mica or chlorite schists in metamorphic, 

pegmatitic veins.  A very distinctive characteristic of emeralds, as with all beryl, is its hexagonal 

crystal shape and its extreme hardness of 7.5-8.  Emeralds have been cut and mounted in jewelry 

dating back to the 17
th

 century, and have become a symbol for wealth, power and prestige.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


