


Statistics at a glance
Parenthetical references are a 6 year average.

53,661.8 (53,627.6)
Total amount of service-learning 
hours logged by Calvin students

1,854 (2,092)
Total number of Calvin students 
who participated in service-
learning



“Calvin students have set the standard so high for 
service, they are unstoppable! We are so appreciative 
of their help. We are defying the odds in our 
neighborhood. Our students are getting smarter and 
more driven.”
     —Community Partnership Supervisor

“I learned to become more invested in my 
neighborhood and in the places that I find myself, 
listening to the needs and pains of the community.”
     —Spring Break Trip Participant

Overview of service-learning progams
 
ABSL refers to Academically-Based Service-
Learning, or service-learning that is integrated 
into an academic course. ABSL is typically a 
course requirement.  

SBSL refers to Student-Based Service-Learning, or 
service-learning that is initiated by the student and 
is not typically for course credit. 

RHCP refers to Residence Hall Community 
Partnerships, or service-learning partnerships 
between residence halls and community 
organizations that student leaders facilitate. 

Special Olympics brings athletes with special 
needs together with student chaperones for a 
day of athletic competition at Calvin.

Spring Break Trips take students to communities 
across the United States to engage in service-
learning focused on such themes as disaster 
relief, urban development, community arts, and 
environmental stewardship.

PN refers to Project Neighborhood, a program 
in which students participate in intentional 
community living and service-learning and take 
a seminar course. 

StreetFest is our first-year student orientation 
program that sends each and every first-year 
student into the city of Grand Rapids to acquaint 
themselves with their new home and embark on 
their first service-learning experience at Calvin.

International ABSL (ISL) is service-learning 
formally integrated into study abroad 
course experience. 
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Service-Learning placements by department

Academic department S-L placements Total hours Avg. hours/placement
Art and Art History 10 900 90.0

Biology 10

1010
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Academically-based service-learning at a glance
Total number of students 
participating

937/3,990 Percent of total student body 23.5%

Total number of classes offering 
ABSL

96/1,856 Percent of total classes 5.2%

Total number of faculty offering 
ABSL

59/262 Percent of total faculty 22.5%

Total number of departments 
offering ABSL

18/29 Percent of total departments 62.1%
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“Having actual contact with speakers of 
Spanish from Hispanic cultures both enriched 
my students' cultural awareness and enhanced 
their sense of how language functions from the 
‘other end’--that is, what it is like for a Spanish-
speaking learner of English.” 
—Spanish Professor
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