Week 1 Philippians 1.1-11
Paul’s Reason for Thanks

Prayer
Opening Question

a.

What are some examples you've seen that bear out this principle that there is more
glory in finishing than beginning?

Read N.T. Wright Commentary p.83-87
Scan Aesthetic Commentary p.3-35
Discussion Questions

a.
b.

How would you have defined “grace” and “peace” before beginning this book?
Where/how do you hear the words “grace” and “peace” in contemporary usage? What
attributes does our culture honor as “gracious” or “peaceful?”

Have you experienced God’s grace in your life? How?

In what ways might your understanding and personal experience of God’s grace impact
your relationship with other people in the Church/in the world?

Consider the Christian community you are a part of. Would you say that you are in
partnership for the gospel, or is your fellowship more social? Why do you answer as you
do?

Why did the Philippians bring Paul joy?

As Sir Francis Drake reminded us in his prayer, the glory is not in beginning a task but in
finishing it. The confidence Paul had throughout this letter is that God himself is a
finisher as well as a beginner (v. 6). The particular work which God has begun, and will
finish, is the work of grace, through the gospel, in the hearts and lives of the Philippian
Christians.
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