Week 9

Philippians 4.2-9

Celebrate in the Lord!
l. Prayer

Il. Opening Question
How do you deal with disagreement?
M. Read N.T. Wright Commentary p. 128-132
V. Scan Aesthetic Commentary p.197-222
V. Discussion Questions
a. How do you deal with disagreement? Where/when did you learn this behavior?
b. What could have happened in the Philippian church if the two women had not resolved
their dispute?
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How do Paul’s words and his attitude speak to a culture of discontent and cynicism?

In what ways do you find what Paul says to be challenging?

Paul often speaks of the energy or power which he found welling up within himself, and
which, as he declared, all came from God. He suffered hardships and faced dangers that
most people cannot even imagine. Why was he able to do it? Because of the one who
gives me power (v.13). How have you found verse 13 to be true?

What is “sad” in your life? If you knew, without a doubt, that everything sad was going
to “come untrue,” how would you respond? How, specifically, would that knowledge
change the attitude and focus of your life?

Becky Pippert has suggested the greatest inhibitor to Christ followers sharing the Good
News is an underlying skepticism that the Bible may not be true. How would you
respond? What would it/did it take to convince you of the absolute truth of Scripture?
What does Paul mean when he says, “...the Lord is near?” How does this reality impact
your life, your faith, your joy?

When is the last time you truly rejoiced about anything, allowing joy to overwrite every
other emotion and thought? What prompted such joy? How long did it last?

Karl Barth has articulated the essence of contemporary humanism. How do you respond
to this quote? Does it frighten you, intrigue you, or describe you?

What would it take for you to develop a single-minded focus on Jesus Christ? How would
you begin/continue that process? How does that connect with God’s will for you?
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