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   Week	One			 	 Consider	it	Pure	Joy	
James	1:	1-18	

 
Preparation:	Pray	before	people	arrive.	Ask	for	the	leading	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	your	
conversation.	Read	the	scripture	for	today,	and	study	Stulac	pg.	29-61.	Circle	or	highlight	the	
discussion	prompts	from	this	study	guide	that	seem	to	fit	your	group	best.	
	
Beginning	the	group	study:	Pray	for	the	Spirit	to	be	present	with	your	group	today.	
	
Read	aloud	from	James	1:1-18	(take	turns,	or	assign	a	reader)	

• What	things	stand	out	to	you	in	the	text	from	James?	
	
From	Stulac	(pg.	29-30,	34-35)	printed	here:		

“My	friends	Jim	and	Marie	had	devoted	themselves	to	building	what	they	had:	a	good	income,	a	
home	in	the	country	and	two	fine	sons	now	grown	into	young	men.	Then	came	the	tragedy:	their	
older	son,	Jim	Jr.,	had	stopped	to	check	the	roadside	mailbox	near	their	country	home,	when	a	truck	
came	over	the	hill	and	smashed	into	him.	For	Jim	and	Marie,	it	was	the	shattering	of	dreams.	One	
son	was	dead,	and	the	country	home	had	become	a	place	of	sorrow	rather	than	joy.	
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Getting	started:	
	

• Discuss	the	similarities	and	differences	of	happiness	and	joy	
	
James	is	writing	to	a	group	of	Jewish	people	who	have	become	Christians;	and	he	addresses	


