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INTRODUCTION 

Calvin College is a comprehensive liberal arts college within 
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These biblical concepts resonate with two bodies of scholarly 
literature-the pedagogy of place and reconciliation ecology-in which 
this paper is situated. The pedagogy of place argues for "a fundamental 
reimagining of the ethical, economic, political, and spiritual foundations upon 
which society is based, and this process needs to occur within the context 
of a deep knowledge of place."x
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If in piety the church says, "The earth is the Lord's and the fullness 
thereof" (Psalm 24:1), and in fact is no different in thought and action from 
the general community, who will be drawn to her word and worship to "come 
and see" that her work or salvation has any meaning? Witness in saying is 
irony and bitterness if there be no witness in doing. 11 

The overall goal of this project is to bring the good news of the gospel 
to the Plaster Creek Watershed and its occupants (Mark 16:15). Through 
this work we hope to begin the long process of reconciliation between people 
and their place and in so doing help to regain some of the former glory of a 
beloved portion of God's creation. Throughout Scripture, healthy streams give 
indication of God's provision for all he has made (Gen. 2:6), and they provide 
a hopeful vision for the coming kingdom (Ps. 46:4; Ez. 47:1-12, Rev. 22:1). 
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